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Constitutional law

Prof. Gila Stopler

The course is intended to provide basic tools for the understanding of Israeli constitutional
law. The issues discussed will include:

Basic Principles: Jewish and Democratic State; What is a constitution?; Justifications for
judicial review

Israel’s Basic Laws: normative status; Expanse and interpretation; The limitation clause
The Constitutional status of state institutions: the Knesset, the government

The Constitutional protection of human rights: overview, equality, freedom of speech,
freedom of conscience and belief, social and economic rights, the protection of rights in a
state of emergency.

Grading:

Interim exam (closed books) - 15%

Final exam (closed books) - 85%

Up to 5 extra points for participation based on "reading list".
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Introduction to Jewish Law
Dr. Avishalom Westreich

Course Description:

The object of the course is to acquaint students with the origins, characteristics and the
principles of Jewish Law. As a derivate, the course intends to equip students with
preliminary tools for understanding and analyzing sources of Jewish Law.

The course begins with introducing the primary sources of Jewish Law dating from
Talmudic period to the modern age. We discuss the history of the Halakha, the nature of
the halakhic decision-making, and the status of halakhic traditions throughout the history
of Jewish Law. Based on these foundations we examine the characteristics of Jewish Law
as a legal system and as a religious law. We discuss basic Jewish Law principles such as:
tradition and innovation, dispute and authority, interpretation, and the status of revelation.
We complete the course while discussing the place of Jewish Law in modern day society
and in particular in the state of Israel.

Throughout the course, two quizzes will be held on the topics discussed in class and
the reading materials. Students must participate in the quizzes to be eligible to take the
final exam.

In addition to the course taught material, the final Exam will include familiarity
questions pertaining mainly to Menachem Elon’s book: Jewish Law: History, Sources,
Principles (students will be referred to the relevant chapters throughout the semester).

Composition of the final grade:

Final exam - 90%

Two quizzes - 10%

Eligibility to take the final examination is dependent on participation in classes and quizzes
Examination type: closed book
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Introduction to Israeli and Comparative Law
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The course aims to afford students with basic tools to understand the principles that guide
Israeli law as well as various legal systems throughout the world, providing a framework
to examine and analyze domestic law within a global frame.

The course will begin examining the evolution of Israeli law, its different periods, and its
principal features. Students will learn about the Israeli judiciary, the profession of jurist in
Israel, and characteristics of an lIsraeli legal education. To stress and enhance the
comparative approach, distinct aspects of Israeli law such as contract law or property law
will be analyzed jointly with the study of other legal systems.

The course will focus on the common law and its evolution, including the contrast between
common law and equity and the English judicial system and the legal profession in
England (solicitors and barristers). We will also compare British with American law, a
comparison that will certainly boost the understanding of contemporary common law.

In respect to continental law, the course will provide a historical background on
institutions of Roman law. A considerable number of lessons will be dedicated to principal
civil codes (particularly French and German codes), underscoring the advantages and
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shortcomings of codification. This topic is particular important due to the civil codification
process Israel has embarked upon.

In order to enlighten students with a broader perspective, the course will also refer to
principal mixed jurisdictions (Scotland, Quebec, etc.) which, as does Israel, combine
elements of common law and continental law. We will also focus on the process of
harmonization of law, with a particular accent on Europe’s cumbersome path to a unified
“European Law.”

The final grades will be composed of the following:

Active participation (reading and discussion of articles): 20%
Written exam: 10%

Final exam: 70%

Both tests are with “closed books.

(N*y21X "12IT) '2019 'NIXYI'A UDWUN
21229 0" IN "7

The course introduces the normative structure and theoretical foundations of Public
international law (PIL), as well as the institutional and procedural aspects. It also looks at
interplay between PIL and domestic legal systems, and in particular the state of Israel.
The course first discusses the foundations of PIL: the sources of international law, the
principle of statehood, relations between international and domestic law, the rights and
obligations of states and the issue of state responsibility.

It also focuses on the question of actors in the international legal system, which includes
international organisations such as the United Nations. In this context, we will examine the
different methods for peaceful dispute settlements and the rules governing the use of
force. PIL also attaches increasing importance to individuals. Therefore, we will examine
the rules and institutions of international criminal law and human rights law, and review
the various approaches for legal responses to international terrorism.

Finally, the course will also address some specific areas of international law such as
international economic law and international environmental law.

The course is designed to give students an understanding of the legal rules governing
international relations and provide them with practical skills in legal reasoning, research
and writing on international issues.

Course Requirements:
Weekly reading list and active class participation -
Final assignment -

Final Grade:

Final exam: 100% -

- Up to 5 points will be awarded for active participation and contribution based on
familiarity with the reading material.

Exam Method:
Open book
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Introduction to Legal Philosophy
TP YT NNt

The course addresses some of the central aspects of the role of law in modern society. It starts by an
inquiry into the nature of law itself, and discusses the possibility to think about law as a rational
system of rules; it then moves to discuss the sources of law and the debate between positivism and
non-positivism. This is followed by an inquiry into the nature of related concepts, such as morality
and justice, and especially into the relationship between these concepts and the concept of law. The
last part of the course discusses prominent critiques of legal theory and thinking, and is aimed to
expose the complexity of the role of law in modern society, and to doubt some of our prima facie
beliefs about law. Throughout the course special attention is given to the question of law's
legitimacy, to the conditions that legal systems need to satisfy before its use of coercive power can
.be considered legitimate, and to social hierarchies constructed and maintained by the law
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The course introduces the normative structure and theoretical foundations of Public
international law (PIL), as well as the institutional and procedural aspects. It also looks at
interplay between PIL and domestic legal systems, and in particular the state of Israel.
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The course first discusses the foundations of PIL: the sources of international law, the
principle of statehood, relations between international and domestic law, the rights and
obligations of states and the issue of state responsibility.

It also focuses on the question of actors in the international legal system, which includes

international organisations such as the United Nations. In this context, we will examine the

different methods for peaceful dispute settlements and the rules governing the use of
force. PIL also attaches increasing importance to individuals. Therefore, we will examine
the rules and institutions of international criminal law and human rights law, and review
the various approaches for legal responses to international terrorism.

Finally, the course will also address some specific areas of international law such as
international economic law and international environmental law.

The course is designed to give students an understanding of the legal rules governing
international relations and provide them with practical skills in legal reasoning, research
and writing on international issues.

Course Requirements:
- Weekly reading list and active class participation
- Final assignment

Final Grade:

- Final exam: 100%

- Up to 5 points will be awarded for active participation and contribution based on
familiarity with the reading material.

Exam Method: Open book
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